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The Bonnyman Gazette is the official 

newsletter of the Lt. Alexander Bonny-

man Detachment #924 Marine Corps 

League, PO Box 53293, Knoxville, TN 

37950.  Articles and photos are due to 

the Editor no later than the 15th of 

each month.  The Editor is Jeff Tegzes,  

(865) 809-1585. 

Detachment & Auxiliary Meetings 

We meet monthly on the last Tues-

day of the month at the VFW Post 

5154, 2561 Hobbs Road, Louisville, 

TN 37777.  Social hour begins at 

1730 followed by a business meet-

ing at 1830. 

Detachment Officers 

Commandant 

Ken DeBoer (865) 771-8025 

Junior Past Commandant 

Jim Williams (865) 740-4155 

Senior Vice Commandant 

Carlos Reyes (865) 888-1613 

Junior Vice Commandant 

David Terwell (970) 531-8173 

Adjutant 

Eric Nash (865) 693-5711 

Paymaster 

Lee Rhinemiller (865) 414-3460 

Chaplain 

Ron Naugle (571) 565-6980    

Judge Advocate 

Mike Napierkowski (908) 910-4193 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Aaron Brown (910) 787-3897 

Web Sergeant: mclknoxville.org 

Tim Shea (865) 408-7900 

Detachment Quartermaster 

Larry George (865) 789-6535 

Ladies Auxiliary President 

Charlene Cotton ((865) 279-4652 

THE BONNYMAN GAZETTE 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

To all 
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN                                                                                        

 Twas The Night Before Christmas...  

And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger; because 

there was no room for them in the inn. Luke 2:7  

PROVIDENTIAL GUIDANCE  

The Roman government played a vital role in the Lord’s providential guidance over these miraculous events. Luke 2:1-5 says, 

"And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. (And 

this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Jo-

seph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; 

(because he was of the house and lineage of David) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child." Providen-

tial guidance is God moving people to be where He wants them to be, and doing what He wants them to do, without their even 

knowing it. God is Sovereign and He orchestrates events to fulfill His Divine purposes. A heathen emperor was being used to 

fulfill Bible prophecy. This taxation would require every Jew to return to his birthplace for the purpose of taxation. The place of 

Joseph’s birth was in Bethlehem. This is the place where prophecy said that Jesus would be born; Micah 5:2 says, "But thou, 

Bethlehem Ephrathah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto Me that is to 

be Ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting." Over seven hundred years before Jesus was 

born, the place of His birth was foretold by the prophet Micah.  

THERE WAS NO ROOM FOR HIM IN THE INN  

Twas the night before Christmas and there was no room for them in the Inn. The crowded conditions were perhaps due to the 

migration of the Jews for the purpose of taxation. Spiritually speaking we are told in John 1:11-12, "He came unto His own, and 

His own received Him not. But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that 

believe on His Name:" There is something prophetic about this rejection at the Inn. Many today are still turning Him away. The 

place of His birth was of the humblest situation imaginable. The life we choose is not dependent on our environment or lack of 

privilege, and we can have success starting from the humblest of beginnings. You can’t give criminals a free pass because of 

their social statis or due to their environment. When He was born, He was laid in a manger where livestock were fed. He left the 

Throne of God to be born in a stable. His lowly birth speaks of His great humility and this humility would follow Him all the way to 

the cross. Philippians 2:5-8, "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it 

not robbery to be equal with God: But made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in 

the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 

death of the cross."  

DIETY BECAME FLESH AND DIED IN OUR STEAD  

Jesus told His disciples before His crucifixion that death for Him was a choice and that at any moment He could be saved from 

the cross by force: Matthew 26:53, "Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall presently give Me more 

than twelve legions of angels?" He became our sinless substitute to pay for our sin’s penalty. “For the wages of sin is death; 

(spiritual, physical, eternal) but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord,” Romans 6:23. When He died on the 

cross, He defeated Satan once and for all. John 3:16, "For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life."  

TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS AND GOD’S GREATEST GIFT TO HUMANITY, SAID YES, TO GOD’S PLAN OF 

REDEMPTION  

Did Jesus have to be born? No more than He had to die. He could have just evaporated into another dimension and gone back 

to the Father. As a Babe in His mother’s womb He anticipated the purpose for which He would be born. He never had a second 

thought about His birth and His death on the cross. That had been settled before the world was created because of His infinite 

love for us. “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” John 15:13 Twas the night before 

Christmas and the world did not have a clue what was happening. The world was sound asleep, but Mary was in 

travail in childbirth. The Savior of the world, even the Creator of the world, was anticipating His birth to be born a 

man, to live a life we could not live, while also being one-hundred percent God, to die in our place to satisfy God’s 

holy justice. The long awaited travail in childbirth gripped Mary and Genesis 3:15 suddenly came on the scene for 

fulfillment. May the Lord give us a proper appreciation of the celebration of Christmas. Jesus’ introduction into this 

world was for the purpose of suffering on the cross for our salvation and is the real reason for the suffering of His 

birth. He was born, to die for our redemption! Semper Fidelis, and Merry Christmas Marines!  

Always Faithful, Chaplain Ron  
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MCL AUXILIARY 

Hello, Ladies, 

Merry Christmas!  Be of good 

cheer!   

Best wishes for a happy and pros-

perous New Year. 

The camaraderie of the Auxiliary and League arises from 

the command to “Love one another.”  The familiar greet-

ings of the Christmas season and Yuletide offer encour-

agement during the cold cloudy days and long dark 

nights of December and January. 

We send get well wishes to Commandant Ken DeBoer.   

We pray for health and cautiously hope the new vac-

cines will prevent the Covid-19 infection.  We give thanks 

for the recent years of research on viral diseases that 

yielded effective vaccines in less than one year. 

We give thanks for internet and video phones that allow 

us to keep in contact with friends while we cannot gather 

face to face. 

God bless us everyone. 

 

Semper Fidelis,  

Charlene Cotton, President 

MARINE ROSE PROGRAM 

The Alexander Bonnyman Detachment participat-

ed in the Marine Rose Program during Veterans 

Day in November this year. This program involved 

Detachment Members distributing artificial com-

memorative roses selected sites throughout the 

area and accepting donations to support Marine 

Corps League projects.  This year, Detachment 

members set up at the Krogers in Farragut and the 

Lowes in Seymour.  The hunt is always on for 

prime locations at high traffic businesses and 

shopping centers in and around Knoxville for rose 

distribution.  The Commandant is actively solic-

iting recommendations from the membership 

on locations to distribute roses for Memorial 

Day 2021.  If you have an idea about a good spot 

or if you have a connection with a local business, 

let him know.  The Marine Rose Program was a 

hugely successful fundraiser this year and will 

help make up for the loss of revenue to the De-

tachment due to the cancellation of the 2020 

Mud Run.  Get involved with this and other vital 

fundraisers to get us through this budget year’s ac-

tivities, programs and support for other organiza-

tions. 

Past Commandant Jim Williams passed away 

peacefully on Sunday, November 15th.  Jim was laid  

to rest at the East Tennessee State Veterans Ceme-

tery on Governor John Sevier Highway on Decem-

ber 18th.  A funeral service and Military Honors 

were provided by the Alexander Bonnyman Detach-

ment and the I&I Staff of D Company, 4th CEB.  

Rest easy Big Jim, job well done!  

ELECTED OFFICER SLATE FOR 

2021 

In accordance with Section 240 of the Detachment By-

laws, the Nominating Committee has proposed the  fol-

lowing slate of elected officer candidates for 2021:   

Commandant:  Ken DeBoer 

Senior Vice Commandant:  Mike Napierkowski 

Junior Vice Commandant:  Dave Terwell 

Judge Advocate:  Lee Rhinemiller 

Paymaster:  Sam Ruble 

Junior Past Commandant:  Tim Eichhorn 

The election will be held at the January 2021 Members 

Meeting. Any league member may nominate any regular 

member in good standing for an elected office during the 

nominating process.  Due to the passing of Jim Williams, 

a Jr Past Commandant will also be elected.  Other officer 

positions are appointed by the Commandant. 
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  December Calendar 

No member’s meeting this 

month. 

         

mclknoxville.org 

The Detachment Webmaster is Marine Tim Shea.  

mclknoxville.org is up and will be updated to 

post events or news. The Bonnyman Gazette will 

continue to be posted in color on the website.   

    February Calendar 

Officers Meeting                           8 

Detachment Meeting                   23 

 

 

   

SCRATCHES FROM THE CLAWS OF THE BARKING  DOG   

Smokey Mountain Pound 271 Growls are currently being held at VFW Post 

5154 in Louisville.  The 2021 Growl schedule is set: 1 March, 7 June, 13 

September and 6 December.  See you there! Woof Woof!  

                                                                        PDD Ken Ciolfi, Pound Keeper                            

       January Calendar      

Officers Meeting                         11      

Detachment Meeting & Officer   

Elections                                     26 

           

 

MEMBERS NEEDED FOR THE HONOR GUARD 

The Detachment Honor Guard/Firing Detail is looking for 

new members to provide honors and salutes at memorial 

events and funerals.  Members must be able to handle the M1 

Rifle (9.5 pounds) and will need the League undress uniform 

(white SS shirt and Dress Blue trousers).  The “U.S. Marines” 

Red Satin jacket is also worn in cold weather.  Expert training 

will be provided and no experience (other than Boot Camp) is 

necessary.  Contact Marine Larry George for details. 

 

Wreaths across America at the Arlington 

National Cemetery. 

Wreaths Across America decorated hundreds 

of graves at the East Tennessee State Veter-

ans Cemetery on Governor John Sevier High-

way.  Many thanks to the Young Marines and 

volunteers who placed thousands of wreaths 

on veteran’s graves across the Knoxville area 

braving the weather and covid restrictions to 

accomplish this fitting holiday tribute.    
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Name_____________________________________________________________________   Phone (________) _________________________        

 

Street Address___________________________________City__________________________  State_______  Zip Code __________+______  

 

E-Mail ___________________________________________________________________  Service/Social Security No ______/_____/_______ 

Date of Birth_____/_____/____ Date of Enlistment/Commissioning _____/______/_____  Date of Discharge/Retirement _____/_____/_____ 

Type of Application-  New (   )  Renewal (   )                                            Type of Membership- Regular Member  (   ) Associate (   ) Dual (   ) 

Have you ever been convicted of a felony?     (   ) YES  (   ) NO   If yes is checked, I agree to waive my rights under the Privacy Act and disclose 

the nature of my felony conviction for consideration of membership in the Marine Corps League.  

I hereby apply for membership in the Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Detachment, Marine Corps League, Department of Tennessee, and enclose $28.00 

for one year’s membership that includes a year’s subscription to the Marine Corps League quarterly magazine.   

I certify that I  am currently serving or have served honorably in the U. S. Marine Corps, on active duty, for not less than ninety (90)  days and 

earned the Eagle, Globe and Anchor,* or have served or am currently serving in the U. S. Marine Corps Reserve and have earned no less than 

ninety (90) Reserve Retirement Points or that I have served or am currently serving as a U. S. Navy Corpsman who has trained with Marine FMF 

Units in excess of ninety (90) days and earned the Marine Corps Device or Warfare Device worn on the Service Ribbon authorized for FMF Corps-

man.  If discharged, I am in receipt of a DD Form 214 or Certificate of Discharge indicating “Honorable service.”  (“Honorable Service” will be 

defined by the last Form DD 214 or Certificate of Discharge that the applicant received).  General discharge under Honorable Conditions is ac-

ceptable.   By signature on this application, I hereby agree to provide proof of honorable service/discharge upon request.  I hereby authorize the 

National Executive Director, Marine Corps League to obtain an un-redacted copy of my latest DD Form 214 from the Marine Corps custodian of 

Official Military Personnel Files (OMPF), and/or verification of honorable service if deemed necessary to verify my eligibility for regular member-

ship in the Marine Corps League.  I understand the DD Form 214 may contain information such as military awards, training, and character of ser-

vice.  

*(Korean War Era Marines See National Bylaws, Article 6, Section 600) 

________________________________________                       _________________________________________ 

  Sponsor  (where applicable)                                                       Applicant’s Signature    

© 2020 Marine Corps League, Inc.                                       Official Marine Corps League use only                                         All other use prohibited 

Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Det. # 924 

Marine Corps League 

Post Office Box 53293 

Knoxville, TN 37950-3293 
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