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The Bonnyman Gazette is the official 

newsletter of the Lt. Alexander Bonny-

man Detachment #924 Marine Corps 

League, PO Box 53293, Knoxville, TN 

37950.  Articles and photos are due to 

the Editor no later than the 15th of 

each month.  The Editor is Jeff Tegzes, 

tntegzes@gmail.com, (865) 809-1585. 

Detachment & Auxiliary Meetings 

We meet monthly on the last Tues-

day of the month at the Karns Com-

munity Club Youth Center, 6616 

Beaver Ridge Road, Karns, TN.  

Social hour begins at 1730 followed 

by a business meeting at 1830. 

Detachment Officers 

Commandant 

Jim Williams (865) 740-4155 

Junior Past Commandant 

Tim Eichhorn (865) 368-6559 

Senior Vice Commandant 

Travis Bryan (704) 363-4395 

To Junior Vice Commandant 

David Terwell (970) 531-8173 

Adjutant 

Eric Nash (865) 693-5711 

Paymaster 

Lee Rhinemiller (865) 414-3460 

Chaplain 

Gordon Adams (865) 310-1211  

Judge Advocate 

David Hatfield (865) 577-7303 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Stony Saathoff (865) 556-6524 

Web Sergeant: mclknoxville.org 

Tim Shea (865) 408-7900 

Detachment Quartermaster 

Larry George (865) 789-6535 

THE BONNYMAN GAZETTE 

COMMANDANT’S CORNER 

Marines,  

It is a sad Month. We lost one of our finest friends and fellow Marine, 

Colonel Joe Eddlemon. Joe was like a father to most of us who knew 

him and the Marines who didn't know him really missed knowing a 

Great Marine. We will miss him for his “Good of the League” stories and 

that smile he always had. May we give Louis our prayers and the good 

Lord for thanks for letting us know such a great Marine. SEMPER FI 

JOE. 

  The Mud run is coming along fine. Tim Eichhorn is doing such a great 

job. We are going to need everyone in the League to help out. Not only 

the strong but also the ones like me who are not as strong as we used 

to be. There is a place for all somewhere in the Mud run so sign up and 

be counted. THIS IS THE LEAGUE'S MUD RUN. This means we need 

your git ‘er done attitudes to get to work and make this Mud run a suc-

cess. 

 

Jim Williams, Commandant 

A FOND FAREWELL TO  

COLONEL JOE EDDLEMON  

JOE IN 1944 

Detachment members and the D Company I-I 

Staff provided full Military Honors for Colonel 

Joe at his funeral on 15 June, 2019. Joe 

served  during WWII as an enlisted air crew-

man, as an Officer in the USMC Reserve and 

as an active member of the Lt Alexander 

Bonnyman Detachment.  He will be greatly 

missed.  
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                                                    CHAPLAIN’S REPORT 

Greetings Marines! 

Thanks to my friend, Dr. Ken Boa, for challenging my thoughts. In recent decades, a major revolution has 

been taking place in physics and astronomy. On the subatomic level, the universe has become far more 

mysterious, complex, and variegated than we could ever have imagined. On the cosmic level, we have 

discovered to our amazement that our sun is only one of 100 BILLION other stars (or even more) in the 

Milky Way galaxy, that our galaxy is a single member of a local cluster of galaxies, that this cluster is but 

one unit in an immense supercluster of galactic systems, and that this supercluster is only the tiniest 

speck in comparison with the rest of the known universe.  

Pause. Let this soak in. When we consider the immensity of the heavens and the comparatively trial scale 

of our own existence on this planet, who are we that the Creator of the universe should be mindful of us? 

We are often tempted to doubt that the Lord of glory loves and cares for us and is concerned about our 

hopes and fears, our joys and disappointments. How can we know that God really loves us??  

This is no academic issue, because off of us were created with a built-in need for love and acceptance. 

Eternity has been implanted in our hearts according to Solomon, the writer of Ecclesiastes (3:11), and this 

desperate need for unconditional love cannot be fully meant on the plane of human relationships. Nature 

reveals the existence of God, but it takes the Bible’s revelation for us to know that we are the objects of 

his love.  

In the Corps, we learned a form of camaraderie unknown to most people. That is acceptance and com-

mon identity at the highest level. Semper Fi is a salute to one another: a greeting that is our form of ex-

pressing love, even if we don’t publicly call it that. We are a unique “club” or culture, or society. There is 

only one way to join this club, and few are willing to pay the price. We are joined together in a unique fel-

lowship that is a combination of duty and service. We exist to serve. God says we love “because He first 

loved us.” We say of the Corps, “we serve because we have been served.”  

Let us continue to serve our communities, our broader culture and our beloved Corps, as well as the MCL. 

The fact that we are here together speaks volumes about each of you; you are a visible representation of 

our values, the chief of which is that people are more important than things. That is displayed through our 

Toys For Tots and our other forms of community service.  

We are so very saddened by the death of Col. Joe. I am unable to be at the memorial tomorrow, but I 

know many will be there to honor him. Travis has had his leg amputated; pray for healing and for wisdom 

on how to proceed with his therapy. Please let me know if there are others I need to call or visit.  

God bless each of you for being you…for being love, not just believing it or speaking it. I am proud to be 

one of you.  

 

On the journey with you,  

Chaplain Gordon Adams 

chaplaingordonMCL@gmail.com 

Cell: 865.310.1211  
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MCL AUXILIARY 

 

Greetings, Ladies. 

 

Our hearts are sad with Lois 

Reineke upon Col. Joe’s promo-

tion to Glory. Lois has faithfully served the Auxiliary 

as Judge Advocate and other supportive roles.  

 

Ginger made a trip to Florida and spent several 

days in the hospital. I’ll have a report at the meet-

ing. Joann reports that Travis is improving slowly. 

Your ongoing encouragement and prayers to each 

one are appreciated.  

 

An air conditioner will be in place for our June meet-

ing at the Karns Community Center.  We hope to 

see you there. 

 

Charlene Cotton, President 

MUD RUN VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION 

Registration for League members and anyone inter-

ested in working at the 2019 Mud Run has begun.  

A registration form/waiver is available at the web-

site.  Betty Jean Berry is assembling and coordinat-

ing all volunteer information and is accepting Volun-

teer Registration forms at the June meeting or by 

mail.  THERE IS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 

TO DO BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER THE 

RACE.  Assembling a large group of volunteers is 

always the most difficult part of a successful Mud 

Run.  Get your information and preferences to Betty 

Jean as soon as possible.  

Terry Witt received the Dept. of Tennessee John T. Hicks 

Marine of the Year Award at the Department Convention. 

Congratulations Terry! 

Detachment Color Guard at the Memorial 

Bell during the “Tolling of the Boats” in 

Oak Ridge.  The ceremony remembers 

every U.S. submarine sailor lost during 

war and peace.  The Smokey Mountain 

Submarine Veterans conduct this ceremo-

ny every year with our support. 
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   September Calendar 

Devil Dog Growl 

Officers Meeting                             9     

Detachment Meeting                     24 

Picnic                                            15  

MUD RUN                                     28 

 mclknoxville.org 

The Detachment Webmaster is Marine Tim Shea.  

mclknoxville.org is up and will be updated to post 

events or news. The Bonnyman Gazette will contin-

ue to be posted in color on the website.   

    August Calendar 

MCL  National Convention      4-9 

Officers Meeting                       12 

Detachment Meeting                27 

Safety Break                  31,1&2 Sept 

   

SCRATCHES FROM THE CLAWS OF THE BARKING  DOG   

The schedule for the 2019 Growls is set:  9 September and 2 

December.   All Growls will take place at Calhoun’s Restau-

rant in Bearden Hill, beginning at 1800.                                                                                     

         RED BLAZERS AVAILABLE 

Marine Corps League uniform 2 button red 

blazers are available at uniformalwear-

house.com Prices range from $69.95 to 

$79.95, depending on size.  Red blazers are 

also available at J.C. Penney as the 

“Stafford Blazer”  Official MCL buttons can 

be purchased through the Detachment 

Quartermaster and installed by you or your 

tailor. 

      July Calendar 

Safety Break                      3,4,5,6 

Officers Meeting                          8 

Detachment Meeting                 30 

            

MEMBERS NEEDED FOR THE HONOR GUARD 

The Detachment Honor Guard/Firing Detail is looking for 

new members to provide honors and salutes at memorial 

events and funerals.  Members must be able to handle the M1 

Rifle (9.5 pounds) and will need the League undress uniform 

(white SS shirt and Dress Blue trousers).  Expert training will be 

provided and no experience (other than Boot Camp) is neces-

sary.  A coordinator for the Honor Guard is also needed to 

plan events. Contact Marine Lee Rhinemiller for details. 

NEW SAFETY BREAK SCHEDULE 

2019 Safety Breaks will be held on the fol-

lowing days: 

3, 4, 5 and 6 July 

31 August, 1 and 2 September 

12, 13 and 14 October 

29 and 30 November, 1 December 

Sign up at the next meeting! 
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YOUNG MARINES ALEXANDER BONNYMAN UNIT REPORT by Kathy Winters 

This has been a month!  We started out with drill on the 18th at the Boys and Girls Club of Maryville.  The 

manager there has been very accommodating for us.  That date, we paid particular attention to Armed 

Forces Day, and the difference between that and Veterans Day.  That led us into Memorial Day. And the 

difference in that special day.  We spent the Saturday before placing flags at the East Tennessee Veter-

ans Cemetery at John Sevier. 

The Lt Alexander Bonnyman Unit spent a week at Whispering River Resort at the base of the Smokies.  

We tent camped in the large grassy area, fixed all our meals outdoors, held classes, and many activities.  

We had access to their indoor meeting area which we used at night for movies and games.  All active 

Adult Leaders were able to attend the entire week.  Parents came and helped each day especially prepar-

ing meals.  We were able to use facilities at Wesley Woods.   

The highlights for the Young Marines were tubing and kayaking down the river.  Unfortunately the river 

was low, so the normal two hour trip took over four hours.  We had some tired adults.  They hiked (more 

like climbed) a trail at Wesley Woods which was up a flowing waterfall.  Even the littlest Young Marine 

made it with teamwork.  Archery, shooting, swimming, nightly camp fires, and a host of ongoing activities 

made for a fun week. 

We conducted a Flag Retirement Ceremony with the Seymour Volunteer Fire Department.  This is an an-

nual event for us.  At the same time, we joined with other Veterans organizations to kick off 2019 Wreaths 

Across America. We have five shifts at two designated Food City Stores on June 14th, 15th and 16th.  

Food City has donated space at most of their East Tennessee Stores for this event. 

We join our Marine family in acknowledging the passing of Colonel Joe Eddlemon.  Joe was always a 

great supporter of the Lt Alexander Bonnyman Young Marines.  God Bless and Semper fi, Joe. 

FLAG RETIREMENT WESLEY WOODS 

The Detachment Honor Guard provided 

a Color Guard and a Firing Detail during 

the annual “Tolling of the Boats” in Oak 

Ridge on 8 June.  
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