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The Bonnyman Gazette is the official 

newsletter of the Lt. Alexander Bonny-

man Detachment #924 Marine Corps 

League, PO Box 53293, Knoxville, TN 

37950.  Articles and photos are due to 

the Editor no later than the 15th of 

each month.  The Editor is Jeff Tegzes,  

(865) 809-1585. 

Detachment & Auxiliary Meetings 

We meet monthly on the last Tues-

day of the month at the VFW Post 

5154, 2561 Hobbs Road, Louisville, 

TN 37777.  Social hour begins at 

1730 followed by a business meet-

ing at 1830. 

Detachment Officers 

Commandant 

Ken DeBoer (865) 771-8025 

Junior Past Commandant 

Jim Williams (865) 740-4155 

Senior Vice Commandant 

Carlos Reyes (865) 888-1613 

Junior Vice Commandant 

David Terwell (970) 531-8173 

Adjutant 

Eric Nash (865) 693-5711 

Paymaster 

Lee Rhinemiller (865) 414-3460 

Chaplain 

Ron Naugle (571) 565-6980    

Judge Advocate 

Mike Napierkowski (908) 910-4193 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Aaron Brown (910) 787-3897 

Web Sergeant: mclknoxville.org 

Tim Shea (865) 408-7900 

Detachment Quartermaster 

Larry George (865) 789-6535 

Ladies Auxiliary President 

Charlene Cotton ((865) 279-4652 

THE BONNYMAN GAZETTE 

COMMANDANT’S CORNER 

Dear friends members and family,  

I hope this finds you all in good health. For those who have been affect-

ed by ill-health, we wish you a speedy recovery.  Happy New Year. I 

hope that this past year goes away fast in our memories 

We all feel the loss of a good friend, leader and loyal member of this 

detachment, Jim Williams. Please remember him in your prayers and 

thoughts.  The January meeting will include the election and swearing-
in of officers for 2021.  We are on the way with several projects to raise 

funds for this year. The Rose Program, Car show and Golf Tournament 

are just some of the events in the works for the first half of the year. We 

will add new ones as they come. 

We have suffered a very difficult time over this past year and need to 

rebuild. To accomplish this goal we need the membership to assist. Ma-

rines don't walk away but stand and fight. We need to have a bigger 

and better League by joining together and using our heads. We will ful-

fill the needs of other organizations, who depend on our support. 

The Dine-In will also be a point of discussion at the meeting because of 

the covid restrictions we may face. If you are attending the meeting 

please use safety measures for the covid. I hope to see all of you at the 

meeting.  

Carry on Bravely. Semper Fi. Support your MCL! 

 

Ken DeBoer, Commandant 

Detachment members presented plaques to the managers of Lowes 

and Krogers in appreciation for their assistance during the Marine Rose 

Program on Veterans Day 2020.  Marines never forget their friends! 
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN                                                                                        

 A BOOGER BEHIND EVERY BUSH 

                        “The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion.” Proverbs 28:1  

About 0200 hours we heard something coming through the tall grass. We woke up the Marines that were trying to get a 

little sleep in a dry irrigation ditch and put everyone online. We were patiently waiting to see someone before blowing 

our Claymores. We were getting dry mouths as our eyes strained to see the enemy through the pitch-dark night, while 

leeches crawled up our legs, and mosquitoes dined on any exposed flesh. Our hearts began to pound as the noise in-

creased and then suddenly before the sights of my M-16 crawled two giant land tortoises. Fear fled and the courage of 

lions soon returned.  

The following night we set up our ambush site in the middle of a jungle trail. The Marines were in the high grass to set-

tle in for the night after preparing our trap for ‘Charlie.’ Our sergeant delegated one man to stand radio watch and wait 

for the signal of a gentle tug on a rope that was securely tied to his ankle. This ingenious method of communication 

was to be initiated by the man who sat in the middle of the path, concealed only by the shadow of an elephant leaf. 

When it was my turn to watch, we heard a firefight in the distance and illumination was being put up by an artillery bat-

tery. We could hear a faint boom, boom, boom, followed by the sound of projectiles cutting through the still atmos-

phere, followed by popping noises as the flairs opened up and began their gentle decent, while the cannisters tumbled 

to the earth with a whoop, whoop, whoop. The fear of darkness yielded itself to the greater fear of being seen as the 

sky lit up with multiple flares falling to earth on parachutes. As the illumination lit up the landscape, the shadows cast 

on the ground from the trees and bushes began to move with deceptive trickery on your mind and senses. The jungle 

seemed to come alive with regiments of NVA and VC combatants. There was a booger behind every bush, and when I 

became absolutely convinced that there was indeed a column of the enemy at the bend of the trail looking in our direc-

tion, I tugged firmly on the rope. There was no response, so I took up the slack and jerked so hard that I pulled the 

watchman’s legs out from under him as he made his way to my position. He tumbled through the grass and a firefight 

ensued which was short lived and very decisive. Either Charlie fled our onslaught, or we shot up a lot of shadows from 

banana trees that night. Paranoia came easy for a small mobile unit, hit often by components of Viet Cong Company 

Q82. We were continually on the move because we were being continually pursued.  

But what about those who are continually pursued by their evil ways? In the movie, The Patriot, Mel Gibson’s character 

said, “I have long feared that my sins would return to visit me, and the cost is more than I can bear.” Matthew Henry 

said, “What continual frights those are subject to that go on in wicked ways. Guilt in the conscience makes men a ter-

ror to themselves, so that they are ready to flee when none pursues; like one that absconds for debt, who thinks every 

one he meets a bailiff.” Though they pretend to be easy going, good ole’ boys, they have secret fears which track them 

wherever they go, so that they fear where no present or imminent danger lurks. Those that have made God their ene-

my, and know it, see the whole of creation at war with them. Therefore, they can have no true enjoyment, no confi-

dence, no courage, but are the embodiment of dread, as a fearful soul looking for the judgment that continually dogs 

them. Sin makes men cowards. On the other hand, what a holy security and serenity of mind those enjoy who keep 

conscience void of offence and so keep themselves in the love of God. The righteous are bold as a lion, as a young 

lion; in the midst of the greatest of dangers they have a God of Almighty power to trust in. Therefore, we will not fear 

though the earth be removed, and regiments of tyrants assault our defenses. Whatever difficulties the righteous meet 

with while performing their duty, they are not daunted by those difficulties.  

National sins are accompanied by national disorders, riot, anarchy, and the disturbance of public peace and security: 

there seems to be a booger behind every bush! Because of the transgressions of a land and a general defection from 

God and His Word to embrace idolatry, profaneness, and immorality, many have become the 

princes of evil. Have we become a nation on the run, with judgement fast of our heels? Our peo-

ple are divided by factions, backbiting, and devouring one another; and risk the possibilities of 

being cut off by the hand of God, perhaps by means of a foreign enemy (China) acting as a mer-

cenary of Divine judgement. Falling into godlessness has cost every great civilization their exist-

ence. Babylonian, Macedonian, Grecian, and Roman Empires are no more, and it could happen 

to America. As the people go into bondage for their personal sins, they get the government they 

demand, and the princes (mayors and governors), and the kings (presidents) play the madmen, 

and their people suffer for it.  

 

Chaplain Ron 
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MARINE ROSE PROGRAM 

The Alexander Bonnyman Detachment participat-

ed in the Marine Rose Program during Veterans 

Day in November this year. This program involved 

Detachment Members distributing artificial com-

memorative roses selected sites throughout the 

area and accepting donations to support Marine 

Corps League projects.  This year, Detachment 

members set up at the Krogers in Farragut and the 

Lowes in Seymour.  The hunt is always on for 

prime locations at high traffic businesses and 

shopping centers in and around Knoxville for rose 

distribution.  The Commandant is actively solic-

iting recommendations from the membership 

on locations to distribute roses for Memorial 

Day 2021.  If you have an idea about a good spot 

or if you have a connection with a local business, 

let him know.  The Marine Rose Program was a 

hugely successful fundraiser this year and will 

help make up for the loss of revenue to the De-

tachment due to the cancellation of the 2020 

Mud Run.  Get involved with this and other vital 

fundraisers to get us through this budget year’s ac-

tivities, programs and support for other organiza-

tions. 

ELECTED OFFICER SLATE FOR 

2021 

In accordance with Section 240 of the Detachment By-

laws, the Nominating Committee has proposed the  fol-

lowing slate of elected officer candidates for 2021:   

Commandant:  Ken DeBoer 

Senior Vice Commandant:  Mike Napierkowski 

Junior Vice Commandant:  Dave Terwell 

Judge Advocate:  Lee Rhinemiller 

Paymaster:  Sam Ruble 

Junior Past Commandant:  Tim Eichhorn 

The election will be held at the January 2021 Members 

Meeting. Any league member may nominate any regular 

member in good standing for an elected office during the 

nominating process.  Due to the passing of Jim Williams, 

a Jr Past Commandant will also be elected.  Other officer 

positions are appointed by the Commandant. 

MCL RIFLE AND PISTOL MATCHES 

The next pistol match is scheduled for Satur-

day, 17 April.  See the website for details.  

The rifle match schedule for 2021 includes a 

match on Saturday, 8 May and Saturday, 11 

September.  Details of both rifle matches 

can also be found on the website.    
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     March Calendar 
Devil Dog Growl                      1 

Officers meeting                      8 

Detachment Meeting              30        

mclknoxville.org 

The Detachment Webmaster is Marine Tim Shea.  

mclknoxville.org is up and will be updated to 

post events or news. The Bonnyman Gazette will 

continue to be posted in color on the website.   

    February Calendar 
Officers Meeting                       8 

Detachment Meeting              23 
 

 

   

SCRATCHES FROM THE CLAWS OF THE BARKING  DOG   

Smokey Mountain Pound 271 Growls are currently being held at VFW Post 

5154 in Louisville.  The 2021 Growl schedule is set: 1 March, 7 June, 13 

September and 6 December.  See you there! Woof Woof!  

                                                                        PDD Ken Ciolfi, Pound Keeper                            

         RED BLAZERS AVAILABLE 

Marine Corps League uniform 2 button red 

blazers are available at uniformalwear-

house.com Prices range from $69.95 to 

$79.95, depending on size.  Red blazers are 

also available at J.C. Penney as the 

“Stafford Blazer”  Official MCL buttons can 

be purchased through the Detachment 

Quartermaster and installed by you or your 

tailor.  MCL authorized pocket badges for 

wear with the blazer can be ordered at: 

www.pocketbadge.com 

       January Calendar      
Officers Meeting                         11      

Detachment Meeting & Officer   

Elections                                     26 

           

 

MEMBERS NEEDED FOR THE HONOR GUARD 

The Detachment Honor Guard/Firing Detail is looking for 

new members to provide honors and salutes at memorial 

events and funerals.  Members must be able to handle the M1 

Rifle (9.5 pounds) and will need the League undress uniform 

(white SS shirt and Dress Blue trousers).  The “U.S. Marines” 

Red Satin jacket is also worn in cold weather.  Expert training 

will be provided and no experience (other than Boot Camp) is 

necessary.  Contact Marine Larry George for details. 
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 ALEXANDER BONNYMAN UNIT YOUNG MARINES REPORT 

USMC SUPPORT OF MARINE FUNERALS 

Family members of deceased Marines can 

request military honors for a funeral through 

the following Headquarters Marine Corps 

hotline: (866) 826-3628 

Do not call Marine Reserve Centers directly!  

They cannot provide honors without direc-

tion from Headquarters Marine Corps. 

VETERANS IDENTIFICATION CARD 

The VIC is a portable and secure alternative 

to a DD-214 that can be used to obtain dis-

counts on promotional goods and services 

offered to veterans. Individual’s that do not 

have a Veterans Health Identification Card 

(VHIC) or retirement card issued by the De-

partment of Defense will be able to apply for 

a VHIC online using www.vets.gov  

 
Lt Alexander Bonnyman Young Marines did not meet during the month of December.  Four of our Adult 

Leaders were exposed to Covid 19.  We did not want to take the risk of exposing our Young Marines.  

None of us got sick, but we still think we made the right decision.  We also cancelled on 9 January 2021.  

With the increase Covid numbers locally, we again decided it was in the best interest of our Unit not to 

meet.  So we have a lot of make-up work to do to meet our obligations.  

We will have a Change of Command Ceremony on Saturday, 23 January 2021, at 1300.  It will be held at 

the Maryville Boys and Girls Club.  Please join us.  It is important for our Young Marines to see and partic-

ipate in the ceremony. 

Our next recruit class will begin on Saturday, 10 April 2021.  We already have ten ‘recruits in waiting’.  

Hopefully this year will give us a smooth transition.  Also waiting for warmer weather will allow us to use 

Camp Bonnyman more effectively and keep the Young Marines outside in a healthier environment. 

We should have our final numbers from Wreaths Across America from 2020 by next month.  Thanks to all 

who helped us in our efforts.  We are looking forward to joining the MCL in all their Spring activities. 

Larry and Kathy Winters want to thank those members of the League and the Auxiliary for their special 

generous donations to a needy family who would  not have had Christmas without your help.   Together 

with the Smoky Mountain League Toys for Tots, you exceeded our expectations.   
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