
March 2019                                                                                                            VOLUME 23  NUMBER 9 

The Bonnyman Gazette is the official 

newsletter of the Lt. Alexander Bonny-

man Detachment #924 Marine Corps 

League, PO Box 53293, Knoxville, TN 

37950.  Articles and photos are due to 

the Editor no later than the 15th of 

each month.  The Editor is Jeff Tegzes, 

tntegzes@gmail.com, (865) 809-1585. 

Detachment & Auxiliary Meetings 

We meet monthly on the last Tues-

day of the month at the Karns Com-

munity Club Youth Center, 6616 

Beaver Ridge Road, Karns, TN.  

Social hour begins at 1730 followed 

by a business meeting at 1830. 

Detachment Officers 

Commandant 

Jim Williams (865) 740-4155 

Junior Past Commandant 

Tim Eichhorn (865) 368-6559 

Senior Vice Commandant 

Travis Bryan (704) 363-4395 

To Junior Vice Commandant 

David Terwell (970) 531-8173 

Adjutant 

Eric Nash (865) 693-5711 

Paymaster 

Lee Rhinemiller (865) 414-3460 

Chaplain 

Gordon Adams (865) 310-1211  

Judge Advocate 

David Hatfield (865) 577-7303 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Stony Saathoff (865) 556-6524 

Web Sergeant: mclknoxville.org 

Tim Shea (865) 408-7900 

Detachment Quartermaster 

Larry George (865) 789-6535 

THE BONNYMAN GAZETTE 

From the Editor 

Jim is still getting back up to speed after his recent illness, so I thought 

I would take the opportunity to talk about some urgent issues that have 

come up at recent Officer’s Meetings that concern the future of our de-

tachment. The good news is the new officers are in place and they 

have started our usual busy year of activities and events.  Social 

events, safety breaks, rifle and pistol matches and Mud Run planning is 

all on the calendar for the next couple of months.  We do have a few 

extra challenges ahead that will require members to step up and do 

some important work for the Detachment to keep things rolling.   

1. We will need a member to work with our Paymaster, Lee Rhinemil-

ler, and eventually assume those duties.  Lee will be stepping down 

and we will need a smooth transition with his replacement ASAP.  

Anyone interested should talk to Lee to get a feel for the job.   

2. We need a Veterans Service Liaison to keep members informed 

about political, medical and other issues effecting veterans and their 

families. 

3. We need a member to pick up the Bonnyman Gazette from the print 

shop every month and deliver it to the Post Office bulk mail office in 

a timely manner.  Lee Rhinemiller has been doing this for some time 

and needs to snap in a replacement ASAP. 

4. We need to find a set of partitions or screens to make our new 

meeting place suitable for the Auxiliary to hold their meetings at the 

Karns Community Center while we have our detachment meetings. 

5. We need more depth in all of our committees.  Every Officer should 

have at least one other member to help “spread the load” and make 

sure nothing slips through the cracks.  

6. In short, too few officers and former officers are trying to do 

too much and they have been doing it for a long time!  Just go-

ing to a meeting once a month is not enough to make this Detach-

ment go.  Each Detachment Member needs to ask: “am I doing all I 

can or am I just along for the ride?”  

NEW MEETING LOCATION THIS MONTH 

Monthly Detachment meetings will no longer be held at the Re-

serve center on Alcoa Highway.  Parking and security issues at the 

Reserve Center have forced us to locate a new place to hold our last 

Tuesday of the month meetings.  This month’s Detachment Meeting 

on Tuesday, 26 March and all future meetings, will be held at the 

Karns Community Club Youth Center, 6616 Beaver Ridge Road, 

Karns, Tennessee. 
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                                                    CHAPLAIN’S REPORT 

Greetings Marines! 

I think we had a busy but productive month in February. The Officers of our Detachment just met to review our accomplish-

ments and plan for the coming months. We are pleased with our progress. My congratulations to the members of this detach-

ment who serve in various capacities of need. Our Commandant, Jim Williams, had a packed agenda for us to pursue. Be 

aware that the needs of our members are paramount, and every effort is being made to do the maximum amount of good for 

the League and for the Corps. 

Travis Bryan had surgery on his knee at UT Medical Center on the 11th and will probably go home soon. In talking to JoAnne, 

his wife, I can report that the surgery was successful, but there will be a lengthy recuperation. Our thoughts and prayers go out 

to the family. I sent a get-well card to him on behalf of the Detachment. I also sent cards to Robert Fisk and John Maples, both 

of who have serious illnesses. Pray for them also. 

I will use this chronicle to make an appeal for three members to assist me in carrying out all the functions of this office. If you 

are interested, email me or call me (see below). I welcome your enquiries. Each Officer is to form his own committee, to more 

evenly distribute the workload among the membership.  

Last month I called your attention to the meaning of Semper Fi (always faithful). Continuing in this vein, have you thought of 

other ways our Corps and the League are unique? What makes us stand out? Faithfulness is crucial, but so is Fidelity, which 

means… 

faithfulness to a person, cause, or belief, demonstrated by continuing loyalty and support. Loyalty to the principles of the Corps 

and the League was part of the oath you and I affirmed upon joining the League. We promised to never do harm to anyone or 

anything which benefits our League or Corps. The third quality I would suggest is TRUTH, meaning 

that which is in accordance with fact or reality. The Holy Bible says we are to think or meditate on that which is beautiful and 

that which is truthful. We need to now and then review the quality of our mindset. How would you describe yourself in terms 

of… 

Faithfulness 

Loyalty 

Truth 

These three qualities are character traits—traits which ought to describe each of us. I am taking personal inventory, and I urge 

each of you to do the same. The Corps and the League demand high standards of us if we are to positively impact our commu-

nities and the world around us. Our commitment should extend also to our fellow Marines. We are accountable not only to our 

Supreme Commandant, but to the Corps, to the League and to one another. We must each maintain these traits, which are the 

things that set us apart from the others…. We are United States Marines! (Yes, I know: we are the few, the proud and the cho-

sen. What an elite bunch. Ooorah!) 

Proud to serve with you. 

 

Chaplain Gordon Adams 

chaplaingordonMCL@gmail.com 

Cell: 865.310.1211  

SPRING PISTOL MATCH 

Jay Holmes has announced that the Jack 

McGivney Memorial Pistol Match is sched-

uled for Saturday, 27 April.  The match will 

be held at the Windrock  Shooting Range in 

Oliver Springs, TN.  Look for details at the 

website and sign up at the March meeting. 

DETACHMENT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

Applications for the Alexander Bonnyman Detachment 

2019 College Scholarships are now being accepted.  

Scholarships are available to League Members, local Ma-

rines and Corpsmen and their families.  Information on 

eligibility and requirements and the application is available 

now at the Detachment Scholarship Page at the Detach-

ment website: mclknoxville.org.  The deadline for applica-

tions is 2 April, 2019.  
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MCL AUXILIARY 

Greetings, Ladies. 

 Ah, the difference a few 

days of sunshine will bring to 

our hearts.  The daffodils on 

Pellissippi Parkway are bloom-

ing.  Thousands of bulbs were 

planted when the highway was new, thanks to the 

efforts of Maria de la Luz-Compere and the Pellis-

sippi Beautification Commission.  When planting 

bulbs and seeds, we hope for flowers and healthy 

plants, maybe for a lifetime.  Sometimes, though, 

we can’t foresee the lasting value of our actions. 

Encouragement and hospitality are gifts beyond 

price.  Several of our Marines and Auxiliary mem-

bers are dealing with declining health and/or signifi-

cant medical problems.  Your phone call or card or 

email message may be a bright spot in someone’s 

dreary day.  

 The Detachment Dine In will be Friday, April 

12, at Bearden Banquet Hall.  Has your Marine 

made reservations? 

 Our new meeting place in Karns requires us 

to adjust.  The location is closer for some and a 

longer drive for others.  I hope the longer days will 

help you decide in favor of the trip. 

I am bringing cookies on March 26th.  See you 

there! 

 

Semper Fidelis! 

Charlene Cotton, President 

2019 ETVMA MEDAL OF HONOR EVENING 

The East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Associa-

tion presents the 9th annual Medal of Honor Even-

ing, honoring World War II Medal of Honor recipient 

SGT Elbert Kinser, USMC.  The event will be held 

Monday, May 6th, 2019 at the historic Foundry 

Building at 747 Worlds Fair Park Drive, Knoxville, 

TN.  Social hour begins at 5:30 PM, followed by 

dinner and presentation at 6:30 PM.  The Detach-

ment will purchase several tables for this event in 

advance.  Pay for your tickets through Tim Eich-

horn.    

SGT Elbert Kinser, USMC 

SAFETY BREAK SCHEDULE 

The first two Safety Breaks of 2019 will be held over 

the Easter and Memorial Day weekends at the 

northbound rest stop on I-40 in Jefferson County.  

The Easter Safety Break will be over 19, 20 and 21 

April.  The memorial Day Safety Break will be over 

25, 26 and 27 May.  Shifts for both weekends will be 

two per day; 0800-1300 and 1300-1800.  Contact 

Howard Raines at (865) 919-2820 to sign up for a 

shift. 

DEPARTMENT OF TENNESSEE 38TH  

ANNUAL CONVENTION 29 MAY-3 JUNE 

The LCpl Andrew P. Carpenter Detachment #1286 

will host the Department of Tennessee Annual Con-

vention at the Double Tree Hilton Hotel in Murfrees-

boro, TN, 29 May-3 June.  Information on conven-

tion registration and hotel reservations is available 

at the Department website:  mcldepttn.org.  Follow 

“Website Links” to “Calendar of Events” to “2019 

Department of Tennessee Convention”.        
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     June Calendar 

Officers Meeting                       10 

Detachment Meeting                25 

Department Convention      5/30-6/1 

 

 mclknoxville.org 

The Detachment Webmaster is Marine Tim Shea.  

mclknoxville.org is up and will be updated to post 

events or news. The Bonnyman Gazette will contin-

ue to be posted in color on the website.   

    May Calendar 

Bill Gerst Rifle Match               11 

Officers Meeting                       13 

Safety Break                   25,26,27 

Memorial Day Ceremony          27 

Detachment Meeting                28 

SCRATCHES FROM THE CLAWS OF THE BARKING  DOG   

The schedule for the 2019 Growls is set: 7 May, 9 September 

and 2 December.   All Growls will take place at Calhoun’s 

Restaurant in Bearden Hill, beginning at 1800.                                                                               

         RED BLAZERS AVAILABLE 

Marine Corps League uniform 2 button red/

scarlet blazers are available at: 

            uniformalwearhouse.com  

Prices range from $69.95 to $79.95, de-

pending on size. This company offers good 

quality at reasonable prices.  Official MCL 

buttons can be purchased through the De-

tachment Quartermaster and installed by 

you or your tailor. 

      April Calendar 

Officers Meeting                        8 

Detachment Dine-In                12 

Easter Safety Break       19,20,21 

Pistol Match                             27 

Detachment Meeting               30 

MEMBERS NEEDED FOR THE HONOR GUARD 

The Detachment Honor Guard/Firing Detail is looking for 

new members to provide honors and salutes at memorial 

events and funerals.  Members must be able to handle the M1 

Rifle (9.5 pounds) and will need the League undress uniform 

(white SS shirt and Dress Blue trousers).  Expert training will be 

provided and no experience (other than Boot Camp) is neces-

sary.  A coordinator for the Honor Guard is also needed to 

plan events. Contact Marine Lee Rhinemiller for details. 

USMC SUPPORT OF MARINE FUNERALS 

Family members of deceased Marines can request military hon-

ors for a funeral through the following Headquarters Marine 

Corps hotline: (866) 826-3628 

Do not call Marine Reserve Centers directly!  They cannot pro-

vide honors without direction from Headquarters Marine Corps. 

MUD RUN  28 SEPTEMBER 

New members are needed to join the Mud 

Run Committee to plan and execute this 

event! 
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YOUNG MARINES ALEXANDER BONNYMAN UNIT REPORT by Kathy Winters 

                     NORTH KNOXVILLE YOUNG MARINES NEWS by Barbara Tassey 

North Knoxville Young Marines started out the 

month of March having a graduation ceremony 

for four recruits. The addition of new Young Ma-

rines has driven the unit to build team trust and 

physical fitness. In preparation for upcoming 

oral boards and promotions, Young Marines are 

studying their basic knowledge and drill.  They 

have studied Basic First Aid and have had a lot 

of fun creating their own First Aid kit.  We will 

not have drill during the rest of March because 

of area school’s Spring Break.  The North Knox-

ville Young Marines hope everyone did not 

have any flooding and they say “Don’t Pinch”  

even though it is St. Patrick’s Day.   

Like everyone else, many of our Young Marine fami-

lies had problems with the floods. Most was transpor-

tation and road closures.  One family who had recent-

ly relocated from Wisconsin woke up to their entire 

apartment filled with mud and muck.  But everyone 

was safe and we are glad of that.  

We started our new Recruit Class with a ‘very young’ 

class of seven.  The two Young Marines who were 

appointed as Instructors were wore out by the end of 

the day.  Good training for them.  The rest of the 

Young Marines went on a field trip to the McClung 

Museum on the University of Tennessee Campus.  A 

little history and culture is a good thing. We also pro-

moted Luke Jones to YM Corporal.  

We will complete our swim qualifications on the 16th 

at the Sevierville Indoor pool. A Young Marine must 

pass some level of competence to enjoy water sports 

on our trips There are three levels to complete.  On 

February 6th, we will be at Camp Bonnyman for a 

“field day” making ready for Summer and Spring ac-

tivities.  We are asking all of our Adult Leaders and 

Parents to help that day.  Feel free to join us. Lunch 

will be served.   

That day we will also start our Rifle Team practice for 

the season.  And continue to transition to 22 Rifles for 

our SASP.  We will have an overnight if the weather-

man is good to us and “the creek don’t rise again”. 

LUKE JONES PROMOTED TO  

YM CORPORAL 

McCLUNG MUSEUM 

GRADUATION 
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